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all or part ,vo'f your regular water supply with reclaimed or polluted water. RETURN
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'GENERAL 
INFoRMATIoN pTRTAINING TO WATER RIGHTS IN CAUIFORNIA

There are two principal typqs of surface water rights in California. They iare riparian

and appropriative rights.

A riparian' right enables an owner of land bordering a natural lake or st[eam to take
I

and use water on his riparian land. Riparian land must be in the same Watershed as

the water source and mugt never have been severed from. the source of sirpply by an

intervening parcel without reservation of the riparian right to the sev'bred parcel.

Generally,, a.riparian water user must share the.water supply with other riparian users.

, Ripaiiqn rights may be .used to divdrt the natural flow of a stream but may' not be

used to store .water for later use or to divert water which originates in a different water-

shed, or return flows f rom use of groundwater. 
i

An appropriative right is required for use of water on nonriparian land and for storage

of water. Generally, appropriative ri{hts may be exercised only when therl is a surplus

not_needed by riparian water users. Since 1914 new appropriators have bben required

to obtain a permit and license from the State.

Statements of Water Diversion arid Use must be filed by riparian a.nd pre-1914

appropriative water users. The filing of a statement (1) provides a record of water

use, (2) enables the State to notify Such users if someone proposes a new appropriation

upstream from their diversion, and (3) assists the State to determine if additional

water is available for future appropriators.

The above discussion is provided for general information. For more specific informa-

tion concerning wa.ter r.i.ghtg, please Qontact an attorney or write to this office. We have

several pamphlets available. They include:

Statements of Water Diversion and Use"
,,lnformation Pertaining to water Rights in california"
,,water Rights for,stockponds constructed Prior to 1969"
'.'Appropriation of Water in Califorriia" 
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INSTRUCTIC lS: Please complete ltems A. B and C. ltem D should be completed if you replaced
f your regullar water supply with reclaimed or polluted water. RETURNall or part

THIS FORM JULY 1 , 1ggg. (Additional information on reverse side of this form.)

A. Use - Fill in the amount of water used Amounts E Gatlons
below are: ( Acre-feeteach nth. lf monthly and annual use are not

known, eck the months in which water was used. tr (other)

Feb. Mar. Apr. May June Jr-tly Aug. Sept

1 985

1t86

1987

B. Pur Use - Sp.ecify number of acres irrigated, stock watered, perions served, etc.

I

Stock

gation

ring t),/06 ca,V/"/
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Other ify)

c. Chan n Method of Diversion
prevrou tement Was filed.
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indicate

f the water, listed
e annual amounts

any changes in your project since your
enlarged diversion dam, location of

- Describe
New pump,

in
of

Part A consists of reclaimed
reclaimed or polluted water in

or polluted water, Please
the space below.
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GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO WATER RIGHTS IN CALIFORNIA

There are two principal types of surface water rights in California. They are riparian

and appropriative rights.

A riparian right enables an owner of land bordering a natural lake or stleam to take

and use water on his riparian land. Riparian land must be in the same rfuatershed as

the water source and must never hdve been severed from the sou ' \rce oT 
lrpp,y 

oy an

intervening parcel without reservation of the riparian right to the severed parcel.

Generally, a riparian water user must share the water supply with other riparian users.

Riparian rights may'be used to divert the natural flow of a stream but may not be

used to store water for later use or to divert water which originates in a difierent water-

shed, or return flows from use of groundwater.

An appropriative right is required for use of water on nonriparian land and for storage

of water. Generally, appropriative rights may be exercised only when there is a surplus

not needed by riparian water users. Since 1914 new appropriators have bben required

to obtain a permit and license from the State.

Statements of Water Diversion and Use must be filed by riparian and pre-l914

appropriative water users. The filing of a statement {1) provides a record of water

use, (2) enables the State.to notify such users if someone proposes a new appropriation

upstream from their diversion, and (3) assists the State to determine if additional

water is available for future appropriators.

The abbve discussion is provided for general information. For more specific informa-

tion'concerriing water rights, please contact an attorney or write to this office. We have

several pamBhlets available. They include:

Statements of Water Diversion and Use"
"lnformation Pertaining to Water Rights in California"
'Water Rights for Stockponds Constructed Prior to 1969" .

'.'Appropriation of Wa,ter in California"


